CHAPTER VI
AUGUST-DECEMBER   1911
Railway Reconnaissance in Pars,  and with
Indian Troops front Bushire to Isfahan
\Jy August 23rd, in sultry heat, I left the Residency at
Sabzabad with my tiny caravan. Of the four men with
me all but one were new hands; those who had been with
me in Luristan remained at Mohammerah or Ahwaz to
enjoy a spell of well-earned repose with their families.
My route lay across the Mashileh, an expanse of salt
mud, occasionally covered by sea water, which separates
Bushire Island from the mainland. Thence to Darnishi
and Dilwar along the Tangistan coast whose inhabitants,
strong, lean, swarthy warlike folk, were expert smugglers
of tea and sugar, now engaged with great success in the
illicit importation of fire-arms into Persia and thence in-
to Afghanistan. The arms traffic was just beginning to
assume really serious proportions. The French Govern-
ment was unable or unwilling to control the activities of
French merchants in Oman who, defying the authority
of the Sultan, were importing thousands of modern rifles
and millions of rounds of ammunition every month.
These were bought by Arab merchants and sent across
the Gulf of Oman, or up the Persian Gulf, and secretly
landed upon the Persian coast where caravans of mules,
escorted by well-armed Afghan merchants, took them
over* The traffic was very profitable: it was adventurous
and was universally regarded as wholly legitimate, for
smugglers all over the world are regarded with tolerance
by society.
In a country where all men travelled armed, and where
a man's status was judged by the quality of the aims he
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